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Camp Paradise Trial

from page six

next. But his demeanor was very serious.
For Squirrel is dying. His monthly income
it $787 per month ruled out regular hous-
ing on August 2.

“Any other possible legal places to
sleep?” he was asked.

‘As far as I knew, those places were
full,” he said.

Matt Williamsonasked him, “Do you
feel safer staying at Camp Paradise?”

Squirrel looked Williamson in the eye
and replied, “Camp Paradise is the safest
place I've ever been.”

Pousho. in her closing arguments,
insisted that the camping ordinances were
constitutional. that the campers were in a
sensitive river area (something about which
she’d presented no evidence), and that
there were serious health and safety haz-
ards for campers during the winter again
providing no alternative suggestions for
them). She made little or no refutation of
any of the necessity defense claims, other
than simply asserting they weren’t so.

It’s hard to imagine anyone more dis-
tressed than a woman in a wheelchair with
diabetes, arthritis, and asthma, 'or 2 man
dying of HIV and hepatic failure. But

Commissioner Joseph refused to grant
defense motions that Kay and Squirrel be
found not guilty immediately because of
their medical conditions and the failure of
the City to offer alternate shelter.

In his closing statement, Sanford elo-
quently refuted Commissioner Joseph’s
skepticism about how long an emergency
can last. “An emergency can continue for
four months.” Sanford said. “If an emer-
gency exists today and tomorrow nothing
changes, then yes... We can’t say to
Jeffrey Jeppeson, ‘I'm sorry, you've been
HIV-positive for too Jong.” ”

To Joseph’s concern that some
campers had been given prior notice and
ought to have left, Sanford replied that
prior notice was irrelevant to the necessity
defense — that the dire economic situa-
tion doesn’t change because a camper is
given notice. “The City Attorney was
unable to show any, not any likelihood,
not any possibility [of another place to
go],” he said. Simply informing them that
their life-sustaining behavior was illegal

was beside the point. Sanford's uncontest-
ed claim that the defendants had made
reasonable and diligent efforts to find
shelter and found none available was
ignored by both judge and prosecution.

Sanford summed up for the defense:
“The significant evil for those with no legal

place to go was... bodily harm. Sleep is a
physiological need. We heard testimony
that a homeless person is three to five
times more likely to be victims of violent
crime — that’s 300 percent to 500 percent
more likely to be raped, bludgeoned, or
killed. The City Attorney has presented no
evidence that they had legal options. The
individuals have testified they had no other
place 1o stay, no legal place. We heard tes-
timony that we have over 1200 homeless
people and less than 100 beds. None of the
defendants were making more than $800
per month. There are no legal campsites in
the city. The City police are offering a
place outside of Santa Cruz to go? Case
law is clear. You cannot foist your home-
less population on nearby localities.”

In a stark appeal to prejudice. Pousho
concluded for the prosecution, “What you
are-proposing, that if you don’t have
housing, you can set up camp wherever
you want to... is a slippery slope in which,
if you find the defendants not guilty by
reasons of necessity, homeless people
from all over the nation, well, all over the
State of California will come and set up
camp wherever they want...”

Pousho was singing the judge’s tune.
The Court’s ruling five days later pro-

voked exclamations of disbelief and dis- -

gust. Commissioner Joseph wrote that

“establishment of a campsite, relatively
permanent in nature, is not a ‘necessity-
justified’ response to the homeless condi-
tion in Santa Cruz... Santa Cruz is an
expensive place to live... The failure of
the legislative branch of local government

to provide a remedy does not affect the -

task given the court.”

Without specifying what they were,
Joseph claimed “alternatives to Camp
Paradise do exist.” He ignored the unsafe
situation of homeless people sleeping alone,
and found all the defendants both guilty
beyond a reasonable doubt and not entitled
to the necessity defense. Then. acknowl-
edging the glaring disabilities of Phillips
and Jeppeson, he suspended their sentences.
In conclusion, he declared that Templeton
and Winchell had already served their com-
munity service through their many hours of
work for the community.

*What alternatives is he talking about””
asked one journalist. “Suicide? Walking
around all night? Leaving town?”

Following the verdict, Camp Paradise
founder Templeton announced the four
“campcriminals” would refurn to their tents
that night. “We have no other choice.”

Contact Becky Johnson (831/429-8529 or
hecky_johnson@sbeglobal.net) and Carl Wilson

rudio@cruzio.com) for more information.

of Friends of Camp Paradise (831/425-4787 or
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